
On Thursday May 6th, an incident occurred at Rigby Middle School that has challenged all of us 

within our schools in Idaho to engage in these difficult conversations. Details of that event are 

still being discovered by law enforcement as well as school officials so there are no clear 

answers at this point. We want all of our parents, students, and community members in our area 

to know that our first and foremost priority is Student Safety. Fortunately for all involved in the 

Rigby Middle School incident, no lives were lost and reports are that all of the victims will 

recover from their injuries. As a neighboring school, we stand with the victims and with all 

involved in that incident and still we remain vigilant with our own students and staff members.  

 

We would also like each parent, student, and community member to know that we have taken 

steps with our own training and within each school that potentially reduce the risk of such an 

event occurring. First and foremost, we are supported by our own school resource officer who 

has a very detailed knowledge of each school and who also has an awareness of our students and 

our staff members. In addition to Officer Lusk, we have several resources at hand—most 

notably, an excellent working relationship with both the Bingham County Sheriff’s Office and 

with the Blackfoot Police Department. 

 

The Snake River School District is dedicated to maintaining a culture of health and wellness that 

creates a positive environment for our students to thrive at each school campus. We are grateful 

for our wonderful students, staff, and parents who strive to uphold these values and improve our 

community on a daily basis. As educators in Snake River School District, we strive to enforce 

the values of inclusion and diversity, to include parents and actively involve them in these 

efforts. This means not shying away from these difficult conversations, whether they pertain to 

the world, country or our own school community.  

 

One last thought as we reflect upon the event at Rigby-- this can be an opportunity for all of us— 

staff, parents, and students — to reflect on our shared values and think about what we can do to 

maintain our commitment to inclusion going forward. We want this to be an ongoing dialogue 

and we invite concerned parents to reach out via phone or email with any questions or thoughts 

on the matter. We also encourage parents to talk to their kids about the importance of inclusion 

and diversity. We hope that this can be an opportunity for unity. We thank you in advance for 

uniting with us in our commitment to making Snake River School District one of respect and an 

inclusive learning community for all of our students.  

 

If your student or if you know of any student who is having significant reactions to this event, 

please call us at our District Office or reach out to your child’s school and speak with the 

principal. We have trained professionals on staff who may be able to help (counselors, social 

workers and psychologists). We stand ready to assist you and your child as needed. We will look 

to learn what we can from this latest school tragedy and use that information over the coming 

weeks to determine what improvements we can make in our own security and response 

procedures. Thank you for your time.  

 

Snake River School District Administrators 
 


